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Student loan changes may hit wallets
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Changes in the loan industry and
government loan policy might leave
you searching for your student loan
in new places.
With the passing of amendments
to the Truth in Lending Act’s
Regulation Z requirements on
Aug. 24, 2008, private student
loans face tighter restrictions,
and some lenders no longer offer
private student loans to UTB/TSC
students.
“The
Higher
Education
Opportunity Act amends TILA to
require lenders of private education
loans to disclose to borrowers
detailed information about the
terms and conditions of loans, and
the right to cancel within three days
of consummation, in applications
and solicitations, at the time of
loan approval, and at the time
of consummation,” Sen. John

Cornyn’s Texas press secretary
The school is not involved at all;
Jessica Sandlin said via e-mail.
therefore, we don’t have to take
“Lenders are also prohibited from
it into consideration through the
consummating private education
cost of attendance here at the
loans without ﬁrst obtaining private
college. If we certify it,
education loan self-certiﬁcation
then it becomes part
forms.”
of the student’s award
While UTB/TSC has never
package.”
certiﬁed private student loans,
Lisa Westermann,
students at UTB/TSC had been
the bank’s assistant
able to obtain a non-school certiﬁed
vice president of
private student loans through
Public Relations,
lenders such as Wells Fargo
said their loan
& Co. and Chase Bank.
policy now requires
“We
were
schools to accept
processing non-school
both school-certiﬁed
certiﬁed loans,” said
loans and non-schoolCammy
Penrod,
certiﬁed loans in order
the coordinator for
to participate in student
DAVID GUERRA/COLLEGIAN
student loans at UTB/
loan programs.
TSC. “Basically, it’s
“Since schools will
between the lender and the student,
now be involved in every private
and the money goes directly to the
loan transaction for students, we are
student. The student has to provide
simply asking schools to provide a
a copy of their statement of charges
traditional school certiﬁcation for
that shows that they’re enrolled.
the Wells Fargo Collegiate Loan

to ensure students can receive
the lowest-cost loan options,”
Westermann said in an e-mail
interview.
University ofﬁcials say UTB/
TSC chose not to participate in
Wells Fargo’s student loan program
because of the low cost of attending
the institution.
“We’re not the only institution
that’s trying to help our students
make important ﬁnancial decisions
wisely,” said Georgiana Velarde,
assistant director of Financial
Assistance. “Because we have such
low cost and because we don’t
really have a lot of students that are
living away from home, it would
be really irresponsible to offer even
more student loans.”
The opportunities offered through
government aid and loan programs
also played a role in the decision.
“We can certify a Stafford

Poll Results
Which social
networking
Web site do
you prefer?

• See ‘Loans,’ Page 8

12th-ranked Scorpions unstoppable

By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor

but the Scorpions quickly
reacted and ran up six points
against the Rams. After that, the
Scorpions would not lose the
lead and ﬁnished the game 259, closing it with a service ace
by setter Bracero, who had ﬁve
aces in that game. She averaged
seven aces for the match, a career
high for the veteran player from
Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico.
In Game 2, the Rams fared
a little better. They managed to
have a two-point lead before the
Scorpions put up seven points
on them. As with Game 1, the
Scorpions never looked back
and closed the game 25-11.
For Game 3, the Rams were
resolved to not go quietly into
that good night and came out
ﬁring against the Scorpion
behemoth.
The Rams put up a good
defense that repulsed Scorpion
attacks and attempted kills, and
led the Scorpions by up to ﬁve
points. However, the steam
would soon run out once they
hit 17 points, a score that the
Scorpions easily surpassed for a
25-19 win.

The UTB/TSC Volleyball
Team (13-1, 2-0 RRAC) sought
to continue its 10-game winning
streak as it headed to Muskogee,
Okla., last weekend to face
Red River Athletic Conference
rival Bacone College (1-7, 00 RRAC). Results were not
available at press time.
“We hope to do a good job,
using all the fundamentals,
which is what we’ve been
doing in practice, and play like
we’ve been practicing,” setter
Daianarah Bracero said.
The road trip to Oklahoma
follows a successful conference
home opener on Sept. 19-20
for the Scorpions, where they
defeated RRAC rivals HustonTillotson University and Our
Lady of the Lake University, as
well as picking up a win against
Davenport (Mich.) University.
During the game against the
Huston-Tillotson Rams, the
Scorpions proved why they’re
the No. 12-ranked team in the
country.
In Game 1, the Rams managed
MICHAEL PEÑA/COLLEGIAN
to score the ﬁrst point on an Scorpion outside hitter Erica Chimak (right) goes for the kill Sept. 19 while Our Lady of The Lake • See ‘Sports,’ Page 9
attack error by the Scorpions, outside hitter Lauren Eveler tries to block the ball. The Scorpions won the match 3-0.
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ACT prep courses
The Language Institute will begin its ACT
prep courses on Tuesday. Class is held from
6 to 9 p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday in
the International Technology, Education and
Commerce Campus room D3A.106. The class
is recommended for high school juniors and
seniors who are planning to attend colleges
that require the ACT exam, as well as students
entering the registered nursing program. The
fee is $140 and students may register in the
same room. For more information, call Jessica
Banda at 882-4178 or send her an e-mail at
jessica.banda@utb.edu.
Study Skills workshop
Learning Enrichment will conduct a
Study Skills workshop titled “Connecting the
Big Picture with Active Learning” from 12:15
to 1:15 p.m. Thursday in Cardenas Hall South
122. For more information, call the Learning
Enrichment office at 882-8292.
SGA meeting
The Student Government Association
meets at 5 p.m. each Thursday in the Student
Union’s Salon Gardenia. Students may offer
suggestions, comments or concerns about
UTB/TSC during the “Let Your Voice Be
Heard” portion of the meeting. For more
information, call SGA President Ruby de la
Fuente at 882-5877.
Patron of the Arts
Tunkul Percusiones Mexico will perform
at 8 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Mayan, Aztec and Olmec music will be played
on replicas of original instruments. Admission
is $10 for adults, $7 for senior citizens and
children, and $5 for UTB/TSC students with
a valid ID.
Flutist Cristina Ballatori and guitarist
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Michael Quantz will perform at 8 p.m. Friday
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is $7
for adults, $5 for senior citizens, children and
UTB/TSC students with a valid ID.
The UTB/TSC Master Chorale will
perform at 3 p.m. Sunday at Sacred Heart
Church, located at Elizabeth and Sixth streets.
General admission is $5.
Civic Engagement meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars Club, a
community service organization on campus,
meets at 4 p.m. every Friday in the Cueto
Building, located at 1301 E. Madison St. For
more information, call 882-4303.
Photo exhibit
The Student Union Office is accepting
entries for its “Life thru the Lens: A Black
and White Photo Exhibit.” The deadline to
enter is 5 p.m. Oct. 7; forms are available in
Student Union 1.20. The exhibit will open
with a reception at 6 p.m. Oct. 12. For more
information, call 882-6776.
BioSafety Workshop
The University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston, in conjunction with the
School of Public Health Brownsville Region
Campus and UTB/TSC, will present the
seventh annual BioSafety Workshop Oct.
9 in the Education and Business Complex’s
Salon Cassia. The cost is $5 for students, $10
for faculty and staff and $25 for the general
public. The fee includes a certification,
presentation package, breakfast and lunch. To
register, contact Sandra Gerace at sandra.
gerace@utb.edu or Noemi Hernandez
at noemi.hernandez1@utb.edu. For more
information call 882-5940.
LSAT mock prep test
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela Pre-law
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Following are among
the incidents reported by
Campus Police between
Sept. 14 and 17.
At 1 p.m. Sept.14, a
student reported that her
Chevrolet Malibu was
scratched while it was
parked in Lot AB.
At 2:30 p.m. the
same day, a battery was
stolen from a Chevrolet
Malibu parked on a dirt
lot on Jackson Street.
At 6:45 p.m. the same
day, a Mazda 3 and a
Jaguar XJ6 collided in
Lot O. Damage to the
Mazda was estimated at
$500.
At 8:01 p.m. the same
day, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched
to SET-B in reference
to a student who had
fainted. The student was
transported to Valley
Baptist Medical Center.
At 8:05a.m. Sept. 15,
an Isuzu Rodeo with
mechanical problems
was emitting steam in

Lot U.
At 12:20 p.m. the
same day, a student
was issued a citation
in parking Lot T for
illegally parking in a
handicapped
parking
space and using his
mother’s handicapped
placard. The placard was
confiscated and turned in
to the Texas Department
of Transportation.
At 9 a.m. Sept. 16,
a child in the Guerra
Early Childhood Center
pulled the fire alarm.
At 12:27 p.m. the
same day, a Physical
Plant vehicle struck a
light pole on Gorgas
Drive near Cavalry
Hall.
At 2 p.m. the same
day, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched
to the Student Union
regarding an assault
by contact. A female
student was pressing
charges against a male
student.
At 1:15 p.m. Sept.
17, a faculty member
reported
a
white
substance found in the
key cylinder of a door
in the Life and Health
Sciences
Building.
There were no signs of
tampering on the door.
--Compiled
by
Cynthia Hernandez

Academy will offer mock prep tests of the
Law School Admission Test at 8:30 a.m.
Oct. 24 and Nov. 21 in Cardenas Hall South
117. The tests will take four hours. For more
information, call Karen Betancourt, the
assistant master technical instructor with the
legal studies program, at 882-7526.
Flu shots
Seasonal flu vaccines are available at
Student Health Services for $15 for students
who are 19 years or older and $5 for those
who are younger than 19. Immunizations
to prevent the seasonal flu virus are highly
recommended. The seasonal flu vaccine does
not protect against the H1N1 flu, but prevents
having both types of viruses simultaneously,
which can have a serious impact on a person’s
health. For more information, call Student
Health Services at 882-8951.
Art exhibit
An exhibit of paintings and drawings by
Sam Coronado, a professor of art at Austin
Community College and a graduate of the
University of Texas at Austin, continues
through Oct. 16 in the Rusteberg Art Gallery.
Admission is $1. The gallery is open from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 2:30-5 p.m. Monday,
2:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday, 2:30-5 p.m. Thursday and 2-5
p.m. Friday. For more information, call 8827097.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization or
department news published in The Collegian’s
Briefs section, call Deidre Chaisson at 8825116 or send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.
edu.
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5 freshmen sworn into SGA senate
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer

The Student Government
Association has sworn in five
freshmen to the senate, but six of
the president’s nominations were
tabled at Thursday’s meeting.
Elections for five freshman
positions in the senate were
scheduled to take place last
Wednesday and Thursday; of
seven applicants, only five
met the requirements and
were automatically appointed,
said SGA Vice President of
Administration David Polin.
Newly elected Freshman
Senator Linda Castro led the
move in tabling SGA President
Ruby de la Fuente’s appointments
to the association.

Castro tabled the motion
because she said fairness was
not being implemented in the
application process.
“I had to go through a process
to be here right now,” she said.
“I submitted a written essay,
a photograph and attended a
meeting, and I don’t think anyone
should be appointed unless they
can go through the process.”
Sophomore biology major
Lisa Briones was one of the six
students nominated by de la
Fuente.
“We are very involved in the
school and you are just knocking
us down, and I shouldn’t be put
through this torment by you all,”
Briones said in tears during the
• See ‘SGA,’ page 5

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Sophomore biology major Lisa Briones (standing) tears up after a motion by newly elected Freshman Senator Linda Castro passed, preventing Briones
and other students from becoming members of the Student Government Association. Also shown are (from left) Audrey Villarreal, who also was denied
membership; Associate Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin, and SGA clerk Rosalinda Rangel.

‘The Wall’ captures human aspect
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
A documentary titled “The
Wall” chronicles the impact of the
U.S.-Mexico border fence with
testimonials from immigrants,
border residents and officials, as
well as news reports.
The documentary, directed by
Ricardo A. Martinez, was presented
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. Tuesday in the
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
The documentary was filmed
over three years along the borders
of Texas, Arizona and California,
and in New York and Tennessee,
and in Mexico.
In the film, former U.S. Border
Patrol Agent Reynaldo Anzaldua
says the government is using a
national security excuse to address
an immigration problem.
“This has nothing to do with
national security as far as I can see,”
Anzaldua says. “If it were national
security, then they would be looking
into Canada.”
The United States shares a border
with Mexico that totals 1,969 miles,
compared with its border with
Canada, which stretches 5,525
miles.
“The Mexican border, it’s really a
militarized border,” Anzaldua says.
“There’s so many federal agents …
probably have about 30,000 agents,

and on the
Canadian
border you
may have, and
I think I’m
being very
generous,
maybe 5,000
Ricardo A. Martinez agents for a
4,000-mile border. So, you do the
math, if you were a terrorist, would
you want to come through the
Mexican border where you’re very
likely to get caught, or would you
rather come through the Canadian
border? I would come through the
Canadian border.”
President George W. Bush signed
into law the Secure Fence Act on
Oct. 26, 2006, to help stem illegal
immigration. The act aims to secure
the border by creating physical
barriers and deploying 21st century
technology.
A 700-mile wall is being built
in sections along the U.S.-Mexico
border from California to Texas,
including one that stretches from
Laredo to Brownsville.
Also appearing in the film are
Bobby Lucio, manager of the Fort
Brown Memorial Golf Course;
Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada;
and Eloisa Tamez, program director
of UTB/TSC’s Master of Science in
nursing program.
“[Martinez] did a great job

showing the human side of the
people here that are affected by the
wall,” Lucio said. “It really cuts deep
into your heart because if you’re a
human, you have feelings for other
humans and in the way things are in
the world. It’s so tough.”
Lucio, who coaches the UTB/
TSC men’s and women’s golf
teams, said it was tough when the
U.S. government attempted to place
the border fence between the golf
course, which he leases from the
university, and Scorpion Field.
“My heart hurts,” he told The
Collegian after watching the
documentary. “I’m not for illegal
immigration, I don’t think anybody
is, but I’m for human rights. I care
about them, I care about humanity.”
Lucio said his father was a World
War II veteran.
“My father fought in North Africa
and he fought for democracy,” he
said. “He died recently, but he hated
this wall, he didn’t like this wall at
all. He kept on saying it was almost
unpatriotic to have it up. ‘That’s
not what we wanted, we wanted
freedom.’”
Martinez said people react
differently to the film.
“The people that watch it in
Brownsville are like super-educated
about it,” the director said. “In
Michigan, they were like way more
impacted. To the people that don’t

live along the border, this is more of
a shock, this is more of like, ‘Really?
That’s actually happening?’ They’re
kind of stunned.”
Martinez said people on the
border concentrate more on the
human aspect.
“They care about the details more
and they care about the things they
may have not known about before,”
he said.
Martinez said he wants to show
“The Wall” in Mexico.
“We’re putting together a
translation in Spanish right now,” he
said. “Half of the movie is already
in Spanish; it’s like 45 percent is in
Spanish already. So, yeah, we want
to take it to Mexico, we’re still trying
to figure out how and where.”
Martinez, whose father was
born in Mexico City, grew up in
Oakland, Calif. He attended New
York University’s Tisch School of
the Arts.
Asked why he made the
documentary, he replied, “I had
read in the newspaper that the bill
was going to get signed by President
Bush, and it was kind of a surprise to
me that the bill would get so far.”
He was also surprised by what he
was hearing from friends who do
not live on the border.
“People in the North, including
even the Northeast, didn’t know
anything about the border or what

it was like to live and work on the
border,” Martinez. “So, we had to
show them.”
The documentary premiered in
July in McAllen’s Cine El Rey.
Lucio
recommends
the
documentary.
“Every citizen of the United States
that has heard of this issue or hasn’t
heard of this issue needs to learn
about it,” he said. “It touches right
into where we are as Americans and
what we fought for.”
Junior
government
major
Juan Pacheco said he liked the
documentary.
“It was a well-put DVD,”
Pacheco said. “I hope that other
people come out and do things
similar to what he’s done; it was a
real good work.”
Mark Figueroa, a senior
government major, said he was glad
he attended the presentation.
“I thought that it was very
interesting and it touched on a very
important issue that we’re facing
here in our own backyard, the
border fence,” Figuero said. “Some
people are for it, some people are
not, but, overall ... I thought it was
really good and very interesting.”
For more information on
the documentary, go to www.
TheWallDocumentary.com.
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What would
you change
about the
campus?
“There should
be
some
more moti
-vation,
as
for
students
to
go
to
more
s c h o o l
events
and
more
support
for the athletes. There should be
more things going on, and also
some of the fees we have to pay
some of us don’t use it, so maybe
there should be less of a charge.”
Cassandra Treviño
Sophomore
communication
major
“The parking. I don’t know what
could be done
about it, but
that is a
problem.”
Carlos

Rodriguez
Freshman
emergency
medical science major
“I would probably
change
the
parking. The
parking is
horrible
here.
I
w o u l d
either
just make
more
or
make shuttles
…
because
sometimes you just struggle to
find a parking spot at the very
end.”
Irian E. Hernandez
Senior communication major

Letter to the editor
I wanted to respond to the student who
was whining during the [Sept. 17] Student
Government Association meeting about being
given a warning from Campus Police for
riding his bicycle on the Paseo.
I am happy to see that Campus Police are
finally doing their jobs and enforcing this
campus rule. I am in a wheelchair and am sick
and tired of having my safety and life put in
danger by self-centered student bicyclists and
skateboarders. It clearly states in the Campus
Police regulations that bicycles are not to be

ridden where there is pedestrian foot traffic.
That means the Paseo. If you want to ride your
bicycle, then ride it out in the street where it
belongs.
We need more enforcement from Campus
Police about this issue. One of these days
a wheelchair-using student is going to get
seriously hurt from a non-caring bicyclist
along the Paseo.
This leads to another issue. Why do we
have a Campus Police bicycle patrol officer if
he’s never seen? I have seen him twice this

Michael Orbin
Sophomore social work major

Letters to the Editor
Corrections
--In the Sept. 21 issue of The Collegian, it was reported that Student Government
Association clerk Rosalinda Rangel spoke regarding student concerns during the
SGA meeting Sept. 17. In fact, Rangel was speaking as a student during the “Let
Your Voice Be Heard” portion of the meeting.
--In the Sept. 21 issue of The Collegian, an article headlined “Scores get health
check at open house” stated that the meningitis vaccine was a series of shots that
cost $5 for students younger than 19; in fact, the meningitis vaccine consists of only
one injection and is provided by the Texas State Department of Health for students
under age 19. The article also stated that a glucose reading between 10 and 19 was
in normal range while fasting; in fact, a normal glucose level while fasting ranges
from 60 to 110. In addition, a caption accompanying the article stated that Charla
Layne was checking glucose levels; in fact, she is a mental health counselor and was
providing information about mental health services.

“I would like an
indoor pool;
it
would
be better
for
the
students
not have
to practice
outside,
like when it
rains.”

Letters must include the name, classification
and phone number of the author or the letter
cannot be published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The
editor reserves the right to edit the letters.
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to
collegian@utb.edu.

If you would like your comments
published in The Collegian, visit blue.utb.
edu/collegian and comment on the weekly
poll. Comments will be subject to editing.

Join
The Collegian group
on
Facebook!

Jennifer Rodriguez
Freshman
communication
major
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
--Photos by Manuel Reyna

semester and that is it. We need such a patrol
to go through the Paseo to stop these bicyclists
and the students who continually smoke near
the doors between [Cardenas] North and South
[Halls]. That is another issue that puts those of
us with health issues at risk.
Come on, Campus Police. Do your jobs!

Watch

“The Collegian News” Webcast

@

http://blue.utb.edu/collegian
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Business at ITECC
to produce biofuel
By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer

Did you know you can get biofuel from
the algae plant? Photon8, located in the
International Technology Education and
Commerce Center Business Incubator, is
engaged in the business of commercializing
algae-based biofuels.
Brad Bartilson, president and CEO of
Photon8, explained that “algae was the
source of fossil fuels we have today so in
many respects.”
“It’s just moving that process, condensing
that in time, so we can utilize carbon
sources that are above grade today and
reduce the carbon footprint and also reduce
our national dependence on foreign oil by
utilizing carbon sources that are here in the
United States today,” Bartilson said.
He said Photon8 was established in
Brownsville because the area has access
to sea water, there is enough land available
and there is plenty of sunlight.
“We found funding from the [Emerging
Technology] fund here in the state of Texas
through some investors and then we started
working with the university,” Bartilson
said.
The Emergency Technology Fund was
created by the Texas Legislature to expedite
the development and commercialization of
new technologies, and to recruit research
talent, according to its Web site.
The Department of Energy implemented
the Aquatic Species Program in 1978 to
study the possibility of using aquatic plants
as alternative sources of natural oil for
biodiesel production.
As a result of a budget adjustment the
program was terminated. The department
determined that producing algae was more
expensive than petroleum extraction at the
time.
Bartilson said things have shifted now.
“We are starting to come to this
business because we now have a national
interest to develop biofuels and I think an
environmental interest to develop biofuels
from the algae,” he said.
Founded on April 28, in Texas, Photon8
will produce biodiesel that can be used to
run airplanes and trucks.
“Part of bringing all of our team together
here in Brownsville was to demonstrate that
we can do this process with … sea water
here … and grow our algae specific to these
conditions,” Bartilson said. “So, that’s the
process of what’ll be happening in the
next couple of years here, is us tuning this
process that we had, growing it, certainly

enhancing it from a
lipids
production-lipids are what we
make the biofuels
from. We want the
algae to preferentially
grow lipids and we are
working on that today
while maintaining a
Brad Bartilson
high growth rate.”
The company wants to include students
in its operations.
“We will need assistance from the
university in areas of extraction, for
example,” Bartilson said, “and we are
working with [Chemistry and Environmental
Sciences Assistant Professor] Tamara Pease
in doing lipid profiling and some of her
students will come to work on that. And
then, over in the genetics area … we have
been working with [Biological Sciences
Associate Professor] Dani [Provenzano] on
how we might participate with his students.
And then, lastly, we are starting discussions
on [having] students work directly here
with us.”
Pease said Photon8 will collect algae
samples and deliver them to the lab where
she and her students will analyze them.
“We will let them know what lipids we
see in the various samples they give us,”
she said.
The research is a collaborative effort.
Plans are for chemistry and engineering
students to assist in the research.
Anyone who is interested and wants the
experience can participate, Pease said.
Right now, the students will work on a
volunteer basis.
“It’s not part of the class,” she said. “It’s
an agreement, additional research we are
doing.”
But, it might develop into an internship
at the company.
“We have a lot of opportunities for
internships and that was one of the big
draws of helping and supporting them,”
Pease said of Photon8.
By its eighth year, Bartilson plans to
have 70 people employed in the production
facilities, and according to an economic
impact study, it will generate about 200
jobs throughout the area.
“We need, for example, fertilizer-type
compounds and we will be extracting that
from nutrient sources in the area, so that will
employ the 70 people and our technologists
team,” he said. “On the outgoing side, we
ship the products out, so the biofuels would
go through the port facilities.”

Faculty, Students, Staff!

$400 per month/$49 per day
Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com

•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month
agreement
•All utilities paid
(cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus,
8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms,
full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
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Continued from Page 3

“Let Your Voice Be Heard” part of the
meeting. “I have taken time out of my life
to come with you all.”
Briones said her mother is in the hospital;
she said she took the time to attend the
meeting in the hope of being appointed.
According to the SGA constitution,
“the selection committee shall screen and
recommend potential appointees to the
president.”
De la Fuente recited another section of
the constitution, which states “the president
reserves the right to appoint any member of
the senate or student body to any university
or institutional committees.”
“Ultimately, I decide. The selection
committee will never tell me who they
want me [to appoint or] make me appoint
anybody,” she said to Freshman Senator
Noe Garza, who seconded Castro’s
motion. “Please, do the right thing and let
these individuals work for the student body
because that’s all they want to do.”
Later in the meeting, College of Liberal
Arts Senator Sandra Esparza reintroduced
the motion to appoint the six students. The
motion was defeated 4 to 3.

The president encouraged the students
who were turned down, telling them to not
lose hope.
“I am letting you know that you have my
support and that I am not going anywhere
because I haven’t done anything, so now
it’s up to us to ask the people here in the
senate to do their job because they have a
job to do,” de la Fuente said.
The senate’s adviser, Coordinator of
Judicial Affairs David Marquez, welcomed
the new members to the senate and advised
them to permit other students to form part
of the student government.
“If there is a fellow student who wants to
serve alongside with you who is qualified,
who’s expressed a genuine interest, why
not give them a shot? Why hold them
back?” Marquez said.
Besides Castro and Garza, new freshman
senators are David Marks, Joshua David
Law and Hugo Teran.
In other business, the senate appointed:
--Esparza as Selection Committee chair;
--Polin as Parking Committee chair;
--and Vice President of Public Relations
Nathaniel Garcia as REK Committee
chair.

Visit Us!
@
blue.utb.edu/collegian

• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
• Pap Smears
• STD Screenings
• Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Texas Women’s Health
Program, and Private Insurance.
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571

Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers
and receive $15 off medical services received.

--------------------------

Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723

--------------------------

GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!

Raymondville | 112 S. 1st Street
689-5585

--------------------------

Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584

Call to schedule an appointment!

Expiration Date: 12/31/09
COL-1
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Blam, krunch, splunk! Artist Ganas clothing line celebrates Latino culture
creates ‘Opossum’ hero
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer

how I felt,” Moses states on his Web site.
Moses works on the comic book out of
his home where he has his equipment and
Out of pain and angst, a hero was born.
a studio table. Two friends, comic book
Brownsville native Aaron Moses funnels
artist Omer Garcia III and background
his creativity into comic books based in
artist and inker L.A. Vera, help him out as
Brownsville and on his life, drawing and
well.
writing his own storyline.
“The character work is
Moses said the comic
mine and some of the inking
books he creates have to
is mine but those guys are
mean something to him and
the ones who helped me out
that a lot has to do with how
the most on this book,” he
he is feeling at the moment.
said.
He also said that most of
Moses has many ideas
the characters have an alter
for The Opossum and hopes
personality.
to continue the series. He
“I’m calling this comic
also plans to make another
book a ‘fictionography’
series of comics on different
because it’s half fiction and
characters. He hopes to
half of a biography,” Moses
finish with his second issue
said. “There’s a lot of truth
toward the end of the year.
in it, but there’s a lot of
“There’s also a couple
fantasy as well.”
other characters that I want
The story is about a man,
to start bringing out later
based on Moses, who dresses
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian with my little company,
up as an opossum when he Comic book artist Aaron Moses A&A Studios,” he said.
becomes a vigilante at night holds a copy of the first issue of
Moses works as a “home
who tries to save the city of The Opossum.
nurse provider,” is a father
Brownsville from injustices
to two young children and
and crimes.
is married to Jessica Lee
“I don’t think I’ve seen anybody
Martinez, who encourages and helps
do something like that where they put
promote his comic book.
themselves as the main character of the
“I think I push him more to promote it
story,” Moses said.
than he does,” Martinez said.
He came up with the character when
She said comic book artist Richard
he heard a racket outside his home and
Dominguez, the author of “El Gato
found his neighbor trying to kill a large
Negro,” encouraged him as well by telling
opossum.
him to expect criticism, but not to get
“That’s really what gave me the idea,
discouraged by it.
was the fact that I saw him trying to kill
Moses has published about 300 copies
this poor animal and it was just struggling
and has almost sold out. His comic book
to live and no matter what he did to try to
sells for $2.75 and can be purchased at
kill it, it just leapt off,” he said. “I thought
IndyPlanet.com or at Rogue Comics,
it was so ironic how something so ugly can
located at 13 North Park Plaza. His
just be a city savior.”
second issue will also be carried by Myth
He said that almost everyone dislikes
Adventures in McAllen.
the creature, but was impressed with
Rogue Comics owner and UTB/TSC
the animal’s perseverance and ability to
student Erica Blanco, who has sold his
survive in a harsh world.
comic book for two years, said that many
“To have people just hate something so
people like his work, including herself.
bad that this individual, which is me in the
“For a beginner artist, it surprised me,
comic book, is taking it as a guise to save
because a lot of times you read beginners’
the city,” he said.
comics and they need like two or three
Moses started creating and getting his
more issues and maybe they’ll get it going,
ideas for the comic book in March 1992,
but his work was very good,” Blanco said.
when he was 14 years old. He has been
“Last week, we actually ran out of his
working on it since.
comic books.”
He said he had a troubled childhood
Blanco said she’s always loved comic
and was “picked on.” His Web site
books, starting with Archie Comics. She
states his plight led him to feel alienated
opened her comic book stand almost three
and misunderstood and wished he was
years ago and moved to her new location
“something else and somewhere else.”
about a year and a half ago.
“I really was just trying to vent out some
Martinez said their 9-year-old daughter
way,” Moses said. “And the only way I
is following in her father’s footsteps by
could do that was just pretending to be
working on her own comic book, which
something I wasn’t.”
she promoted recently at Rogue Comics.
Always a big fan of comic books, Moses
“She was sitting up front with her dad,”
loves characters like Batman and SpiderMartinez said. “He was selling his comic
Man. As a teenager, he said he imagined
books and she was also giving out little
making himself into a “nighttime vigilante”
drawings of her character, thanks to Erica
trying to “get back at the people” that had
and her shop.”
hurt him.
For more information on Moses’ artwork
“[The opossum’s] purpose is simply to
and comic books, visit his Web site at
survive and live, and in many ways that is
www.theopossum.com.

Check out your weekly
horoscope
@
blue.utb.edu/collegian

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Emeraude Toubia (from left), Anthony Lucio, Jaime Ruiz and Monica Hernandez are models for the Ganas
clothing line.

By Deidre Chaisson
Staff Writer
You might find it hard to believe that
the brand name of your shirt would be coowned by a politician.
State Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-San
Benito) is the co-owner of Ganas Clothing,
along with Edward Rodriguez and Ruben
Gallegos.
The debut collection was launched with
a party on Sept. 16, Mexican Independence
Day, at Evolution Martini Lounge & Patio,
where models sported the casual line and a
booth was set up to sell the clothes.
Their clothes, which include men and
women’s hoodies and T-shirts, feature the
works of young Latino artists.
“The images I grew up seeing, the
stuff around Charro Days, traditional art,
taught in school, coming from the Valley,
obviously you have a lot of exposure to it,”

Lucio III says.
He wants Ganas Clothing to help Latinos
express their heritage through fashion and
art.
“We think of the Latinos, young urban
Latinos, that care about fashion or even just
want to celebrate the culture, but we really
welcome anyone either to celebrate their
own culture or to have an appreciation for
another,” Lucio said.
Currently, the clothing is sold only at
www.ganasclothing.com, but he hopes to
sell it later in boutiques.
“We’re in the $35 to $50 range, depending
on the quality of the shirt,” Lucio said.
“Obviously, the higher quality of the shirt
we offer, the more we have to charge so that
we just make the minimum that we can.”
Designs on the clothing range from
skulls that look like they might come out of
a Dia de los Muertos festival to the Virgin
Guadalupe.

On Campus
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Club
spotlight

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Members of the Medical Academic Coalition include (seated,
from left) Secretary Beatriz Zuñiga, President Jessenia San
Luis and Vice President Mahima Bazaz. Standing: Treasurer
Adam Valdez.

Name: Medical Academic Coalition
Purpose: To bring together, support and educate all
students who are interested in the medical field.
Established: 2006
President: Jessenia San Luis
Vice President: Mahima Bazaz
Secretary: Beatriz Zuñiga
Treasurer: Adam Valdez
Sponsor: Dr. Gustavo Stern
Events: Halloween Extravaganza and Amigoland
Fiesta.
Community Service: Includes involvement with
Frontera de Salud, Children’s Gala, Air Fiesta and Su
Clinica Familiar.
Meetings: Conducted twice a month. The next meeting
will be held at 1 p.m. Oct. 9 in Salon Jacaranda.
Requirements: Open to all majors, although the club
emphasis is on pre-med, pre-dental, physician assistant
and physical therapy majors.
Dues: $10 per semester.
For more information: Send an e-mail to utbmac@
gmail.com.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez

Loans

continued from Page 1

subsidized or unsubsidized [loan] at a lower
interest rate that is much better, beneficial to
the student that meets the cost of attendance
than a private loan,” Penrod said. “The cost
of our institution is low and, therefore, the
[subsidized] and [unsubsidized] Stafford
loans--which has a better interest rate,
which has better repayment incentives-they qualify for that and it meets the cost
of attendance.”
Representatives from Chase Bank could
not be reached for comment.
HR 3221
In addition to the amendments to Truth
in Lending Act requirements, a proposed
bill would also impact government student
loan programs.
“Probably next year, we will no longer be
dealing with student loans through lenders,”
said Mari Chapa, director of Financial
Assistance. “We will have to be dealing
directly with the federal government.”
The proposed Student Aid and Fiscal
Responsibility Act, which was passed by
the House on Sept. 17 and introduced to
the Senate on Sept. 21, would increase
the maximum Pell grant award amount
and disband the Federal Family Education
Loan Program.
“Basically under this HR 3221, all
higher-education institutions will be forced
to switch into the government-run William
A. Ford Government Loan Program,
which was created in 1993,” Sandlin said
via telephone. “This legislation would do
away with the Federal Family Education
Loan Program, and that’s the FFEL, which
has served students and schools since 1965,
and it’s a private-public partnership that
was created to provide lenders incentives
to offer low-interest loans to students and
moderate-income families.”

The Collegian

UTB/TSC is one of nearly 4,500 higher
education institutions nationwide that takes
part in the FFEL. It is through this program
that students can obtain Stafford subsidized
and unsubsidized loans for their education.
While the interest rates for the direct loan
program are the same as for Stafford loans,
there is a difference between the fee rates
for Texas institutions.
“Right now, there are two fees that can
be taken out of your student loans,” Penrod
said in a telephone interview. “That is an
origination fee, which is at .5 percent right
now, and there is a guarantee fee of 1
percent that can be taken out.”
The Texas Guarantee Loan Corp. waives
the 1 percent guarantee fee for UTB/
TSC, among other Texas universities that
participate in the FFEL.
“The amount that’s taken out of student
loans at our institution is .5 percent,”
Penrod said. “If we move to direct lending,
it will be the 1.5 percent, because … the
direct loan program does not waive the
[guarantee fee].”
She said another problem with switching
to the direct loan program is that students
who already have a Stafford loan would
be forced into a state known as split
borrowing.
“They would have their loan with their
lender, and any new loans would be with
the Department of [Education],” Penrod
explained. “So, when it comes time to
repay the loans, they’ll have to make two
separate payments. They’ll have to make
the [FFEL] loan to their lender payment,
and then they’ll have to make the direct
loan payment.
“Anytime you have split borrowing …
the chances of default are greater because
students will tend to remember one or the
other.”
Supporters of the bill aim to save
American taxpayers $87 billion over 10

years, with which they plan to increase the
Pell grant. However, in a floor statement
Wednesday, Sen. Lamar Alexander (RTenn.) pointed out that the savings might
not be as significant as believed.
“Is it true that if we stop making loans
through private and nonprofit lenders,
whereby the federal government guarantees
the loans and pays a regulated subsidy to the
lender--if we stop that and start making all
of them through the government directly,
will we save $87 billion?” Alexander
asked. “The short answer is no, you do not
save $87 billion; you are likely to realize
$47 billion in savings over the next 10
years.”
In addition, more universities take part in
the FFEL than in the direct loan program,
in which only about 1,700 institutions
currently participate, causing controversy
to arise as to whether the direct loan
program will be able to handle the influx
of institutions changing to the direct loan
program.
“This year, there are nearly 19 million
loans to students and parents and 14
million of them are in the regular student
loan program, 4.5 million through the
government,” Alexander said. “There was
$86 billion of loans made. So the regular
student loan volume through the private
lenders was about $64 billion; the direct
loan volume was $22 billion.
“Will the U.S. Department of Education
start providing those services, or will the
19 million students who want student loans
simply line up outside the U.S. Department
of Education or one of its offices somewhere
and apply for a loan?”
--Spanish Editor Graciela L. Salazar
contributed to this report.
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Scor pions seeking Saints’ sur render
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor

It’s a never-ending road trip
for the UTB/TSC soccer teams, it
seems.
And now conference play
begins on the road again, as the
Scorpions travel to San Antonio to
warmly welcome Our Lady of the
Lake University to the Red River
Athletic Conference.
The men’s soccer team (5-01) is 2-1 against the Saints (3-3)
overall. In the last encounter, held
on the OLLU soccer field, the
Scorpions shut out the Saints 5-0.
“They have a good team,
they’ve beaten us before, but I’m
confident going into that game
for sure,” said men’s Head Coach
Dan Balaguero. “I think it’s a
game we should win, but again it’s
at their place, and it’s not going to
be easy.”
Defender Brian Hardie said
that matches against Our Lady of
the Lake have “become quite a
rivalry.”
“They’re a good team, they’re
a young team, they want to win,”
Hardie said.
It will be a good chance for the
No. 22-ranked Scorpions to keep
up their supremacy in the Red
River Athletic Conference, as they
have never lost a single game in
conference since 2007 and are still
unbeaten in this year’s season.
Balaguero credits the players’
resiliency as a factor for the
Scorpions breaking into the top
25.
“We’ve been down twice,
we’ve been down at TAMIU,
we’ve been down at Belhaven
and the guys just find a way to
stay in game, so all credit to the

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Scorpion forward Mario Perez dribbles the ball during practice Wednesday at the
Brownsville Sports Park in Olmito.

players,” Balaguero said. “I think
the spirit’s good, the attitude’s
good, and [we’re] kind of refusing
to lose at the moment.”
The men’s team faced the
University of St. Thomas this
weekend in Houston. Results were
not available at press time.
The road trip to Houston comes
on the coattails of another road
trip to Mobile, Ala., where the
Scorpions faced tough matches
against the University of Mobile
and Belhaven College.
In the 2008 season, the
University of Mobile dealt the
Scorpions a stunning defeat in
the opening round of the NAIA
national tournament. This year,
the Scorpions would have none of
that, and defeated the Rams 1-0 at
their own home turf.
“I feel we were the best side
altogether,” Balaguero said.
“Obviously, last year when we
lost, we missed Hardie big time,
[but] we’re a much better team
than we were in 2008 as well. But
we went to that game; it was kind
of a revenge mission for us. We

Sports

Continued from Page 1

“The weekend, overall was a
very good weekend; we still need
to work on some kind of problems
that we’re having, focus more
during the game,” said outside
hitter Talita Milasauskas. “But
overall, everybody did a very
good job.”
Head Coach Todd Lowery said
the players continued to cut down
on their mental mistakes.
“I think we continued to just

Michael Peña/Collegian

Middle blockers Judith Boel (left) and
Talita Milasauskas block an attempted
kill from Our Lady of The Lake outside
hitter Lauren Eveler during a game Sept.
19 in the Garza Gym. It was the first
conference win of the season for the
Scorpions.

wanted to show that last year, they
beat us, but [we] wanted to take
care of business this year, and I
thought the guys responded really
well.”
The Scorpions tied 3-3 with
Belhaven College.
Heart and maturity have
been key these last few games,
according to Hardie.
“Everyone knows we can score
goals, but the last two victories
were about how much heart we
have, how much passion we had,”
he said. “Mobile, they’re a big,
strong team, big physical team,
and it was nice to see that we
could stand up and account for
[ourselves], like a lot of the guys,
like the 18-19 year olds; they acted
like men, so that’s a good thing to
have.”
Women’s Head Coach Nik
Barjaktarevic, who’s 1-1 against
the Saints (3-3-2), also expected a
good game in San Antonio.
“I think they’re a good team,
they’re definitely bringing quality
to our conference, which is what
we need, we’re happy that the
get better as a team, learning how
to play together,” Lowery said.
It’s been quite a bounce back
for the Scorpions, who went from
36-9 in 2007 to a dismal 10-28 in
2008 to a 10-1 start of the season
in 2009.
Milasauskas, who sat out last
season with an injury, has been
through it all.
“It’s amazing, to be honest,”
she said. “I didn’t have the
opportunity to play last season
but I felt with my teammates,
what was, like only 10 wins and
so many [losses]. Right now, we

conference just keeps on getting
stronger every year,” Barjaktarevic
said.
It will also be a Valley-on-Valley
encounter, as the Saints’ women’s
team has two area players on
their side, and the men’s team has
20 Valley players, with half of
them being from Brownsville or
Harlingen.
The game against the Saints
comes at the end of a road streak for
the women’s team as well, having
faced NCAA Division II Angelo
State University and Division I
Texas Southern University.
Angelo State University (6-2)
held off the Scorpions (3-2-1) and
dealt them a 1-0 loss, which they
would avenge later as they routed
Texas Southern 5-1 at their own
home turf.
“We had a couple of chances that
we didn’t use the opportunities to
capitalize and finish the games, but
overall, as far as how we played,
I think we played really well,”
Barjaktarevic said. “We played
well as a team, defended well, and
created quite a bit of opportunities
against, I would say probably, a
top 30 team in Division II right
now. Angelo State just came off
of a win [against] Incarnate Word,
which were ranked No. 5, so I
think, overall, we did well, we
just need to finish and score. But
then the next day we played Texas
Southern, the team we played here
for our home opener, and played
a lot better than at home, so we
scored five goals, we’re really
happy with the outcome of that
game.”
They played last weekend
against
Abilene
Christian
University (4-3). Results were not
available at press time.
know that everybody has their
attention on us because of that,
but we don’t think about the
wins. Yes, [they’re] very good,
[but] better think … on the next
step, on the next opponent.”
Bracero credited the team
chemistry for the Scorpion
success.
“We’re together all the time,
we play as a team, and we play
together, that’s what makes us
succeed in the court,” she said in
Spanish. “We’re together all the
time, we practice together and we
get along.”

Athlete
of the Week

Courtesy Photo

Name: Leah Russell
Hometown: Oakville, Ontario,
Canada
Sport: Soccer
Position: Forward
Classification: Freshman
Major: Kinesiology education
Career: “I plan to teach high
school, like gym class, and then
after that I plan to coach and
open up my own business.”
What brought you to UTB/
TSC? “A soccer scholarship.”
Most memorable moment
playing a sport: “I’d have to
say in Canada, winning the
Ontario Cup a few times.”
Most influential people in
your life: “I’d have to say
probably my parents.”
Word you use the most:
“Eh.”
If you had a million dollars,
how would you spend it:
“Probably go shopping, buy a
house.”
Sunrise or sunset? “Sunset.”
Fall or winter? “Winter.”
Breakfast or dinner?
“Breakfast.”
Burger King or
Whataburger? “Neither.”
Milk or orange juice?
“Orange juice.”

--Compiled by Hugo E.
Rodríguez.

http://blue.utb.
edu/collegian

Underwriting Opportunities Available
Semester

$199.00 / semester
(3 mentions per day; 294 spots per semester)

Monthly

$120.00 / month
(3 mentions per day; 90 spots per month)

Weekly

$30.00 / week
(3 mentions per day; 21 spots per month)

For more information about Sting Radio underwriting rates,
contact Craig Price at 882-5838 or e-mail stingradio@utb.edu.
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Nominate a student leader for the

Scorpion Leadership Ring
“A Symbol of Learning”
375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

Two student leaders will be chosen based on their
academic performance, leadership at UTB/TSC,
and service to their community.
The University of Texas
at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College, in
partnership with Balfour
College Jewelry Company and the
UTB/TSC Student Government Association (SGA),
will provide two official class ring(s) to graduating senior(s),
graduate students and/or recent alumni who have excelled
in academics, leadership activities and service to the
campus and/or the community-at-large.

Deadline to apply:
4 p.m. Friday, October 9
PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

Applications are available at:
http://www.ring.utb.edu
For more information, contact the
Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

The Archer Fellowship was launched in
2001 as an experiential education program
designed to provide the University of Texas
graduates with an intense semester of
learning and exploration in Washington, D.C.

Information sessions
for the Archer Center:
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2009
Time: 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com

Present this coupon and your
Student ID for a Student Discount!

(Attend either session)

Location: VPSA Conference Room
(in the old Education Building)

For more information, contact the
Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.

Noticias en Español
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Estudiante
de hoy

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Nombre: Dolores N. Gracia
Edad: 38
Ciudad Natal: Brownsville
Promedio: 3.39
Especialidad:
Educación
bilingüe
Clasificación: Estudiante de
último año
Fecha
de
graduación:
Diciembre 2009
Reconocimientos: Lista de la
Rectora: Otoño 2007, Primavera
2008, Otoño 2008, Primavera
2009, Otoño 2009, Verano I
2009, y Verano II 2009; Lista
Del Decano: Verano I 2007, y
Verano II 2007; y miembro de
National Honor Society”.
Pasatiempos: “Ir a la playa, a
la isla con mi esposo, me gusta
ir al [cine]… [y] coleccionar los
monitos de Precious Moments.
… [También] me gusta pasar
tiempo con mi mamá, [también]
me gusta organizar actividades
para niños”.
A c t i v i d a d e s
extracurriculares: Miembro
de la Asociación de Maestros
del Estado de Texas y Civic
Engagement Scholar.
¿Cuáles son tus metas?
“Graduarme de maestra [y]
certificarme para poder enseñar
en grados de [primaria].
Quiero trabajar como maestra
bilingüe... [y obtener] una
maestría en matemáticas y
ciencias y otra maestría en
consejería”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? “Regresar a la escuela
y realizar mi sueño de ser
maestra”.
¿Qué te gusta de la
universidad?
“Ofrece
mucho a los estudiantes, pero
los
estudiantes
necesitan
involucrarse. … [UTB/TSC]
es única porque tenemos
estudiantes de diversos orígenes
y edades”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso?
“No te rindas… Siempre busca
lo positivo”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a
los estudiantes para estudiar
antes de un examen? “No lo
dejes para el último minuto.
… Encuentra métodos que te
ayuden [a estudiar]”.
--Recopilado
Cardona

por

René
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‘The Wall’ captura el aspecto humano
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
El documental “The Wall” (El
Muro) relata el impacto del muro
fronterizo entre Estados UnidosMéxico por medio de testimonios
de inmigrantes, residentes de
la frontera y funcionarios del
gobierno, así como también
reportajes.
El documental, dirigido por
Ricardo A. Martínez, fue presentado
el martes a las 11 a.m. y 7 p.m. en
el Gran Salón del edificio Unión
Estudiantil.
El documental fue filmado
durante tres años a lo largo de
las fronteras de Texas, Arizona
y California, y en Nueva York y
Tennessee, así como también en
México.
En la película, Reynaldo
Anzaldua, ex-agente de la Policía
Fronteriza de Estados Unidos,
dice que el gobierno utiliza una
excusa nacional para solventar un
problema de inmigración.
“Esto no tiene nada que ver
con la seguridad nacional”, dijo
Anzaldua. “Si fuera por seguridad
nacional también habría un muro
con Canadá”.
La frontera de Estados Unidos
con México mide 1,969 millas,
comparado con su frontera con
Canadá, la cual se extiende a 5,525
millas.
“La frontera con México, es
una frontera muy militarizada”,
señaló Anzaldua. “Hay demasiados
agentes federales… probablemente
hay alrededor de 30,000 agentes,
y en la frontera con Canadá hay
tal vez… 5,000 agentes para una
frontera de 4,000 millas. Entonces,
hagan las cuentas, si fueras un
terrorista, ¿preferirías entrar a la
frontera Mexicana por donde es
muy probable que te atrapen, o
preferirías entrar por la frontera
canadiense? Yo entraría por la
frontera de Canadá”.
El Presidente George W. Bush

promulgó la Ley del Cerco Seguro
(Secure Fence Act) en octubre del
2006 para tratar de disminuir la
inmigración ilegal. La ley forma
parte de un esfuerzo para reformar
el sistema migratorio.
La Ley del Cerco Seguro tiene
como objetivo el proteger la
frontera creando barreras físicas y
utilizando tecnología del siglo XXI
Se construirá un muro de 700
millas en tramos a lo largo de la
frontera de EE.UU y México,
incluyendo un tramo de Laredo a
Brownsville.
También aparecen en el
documental Bobby Lucio, gerente
de Fort Brown Memorial Golf
Course; Pat Ahumada, alcalde
de Brownsville; y Eloisa Tamez,
directora del programa de Maestría
en Enfermería de UTB/TSC.
“[Martínez] realizó un gran
trabajo en demostrar el lado humano
de la gente que fue afectada por el
muro fronterizo”, comentó Lucio.
“En realidad te llega al corazón
porque, si eres humano, tienes
sentimientos por otros humanos
y por la manera en la que están
las cosas en el mundo. Es muy
difícil”.
Lucio, entrenador de los equipos
de golf femenil y varonil de UTB/
TSC, mencionó que fue difícil
cuando el gobierno de Estados
Unidos intentó colocar el muro
fronterizo entre el campo de golf,
el cual renta de la universidad, y
el Campo Escorpión (Scorpion
Field).
“Me duele el corazón”, le dijo
a El Collegian después de ver
el documental. “No apoyo la
inmigración ilegal, no creo que
alguien lo haga, pero apoyo los
derechos humanos. Me preocupo
por ellos, me preocupo por la
humanidad”,
Lucio explicó que su padre fue
un veterano de la Segunda Guerra
Mundial.
“Mi padre luchó en Africa del
Norte y luchó por la democracia”,

platicó. “El murió recientemente,
pero odiaba este muro, no quería un
muro. Se la pasaba diciendo que no
era patriótico tener un muro. ‘Eso
no es lo que queríamos, queríamos
libertad’”.
Martínez comentó que la gente
reacciona diferente al ver el
documental.
“La gente que lo ve aquí en
Brownsville es muy culta”,
mencionó el director. “En
Michigan, estaban muchísimo más
impactados. Para la gente que no
vive en la frontera, esto es más
como una impresión, es más como
‘¿Enserio? ¿Eso en realidad está
sucediendo?’ Están asombrados”.
Martínez dijo que la gente en
la frontera se concentra más en el
aspecto humano.
“Se preocupan más por los
detalles, por las cosas que tal vez
no sabían antes”, platicó.
Martínez quiere mostrar “The
Wall” en México.
“Estamos trabajando en la
traducción ahorita”, señaló. “La
mitad de la película ya está en
español. … Y sí, queremos llevarla
a México, todavía estamos viendo
cómo y a donde”.
Martínez, cuyo padre nació en
la Ciudad de México, creció en
Oakland, California. Asistió a Tisch
School of the Arts en la Universidad
de Nueva York.
Al preguntarle que porqué
realizó el documental, él respondió:
“Leí en el periódico lo del proyecto
de ley y que el Presidente Bush lo
firmaría, y fue una sorpresa para mí
saber lo lejos que el proyecto de ley

llegaría”.
También se sorprendió por
escuchar lo que decían sus amigos
que no viven en la frontera.
“La gente del Norte, incluyendo
hasta el Noreste, no sabían nada
de la frontera, ni lo que era vivir y
trabajar ahí”, explicó Martínez. “Así
que, teníamos que enseñarles”.
El documental se presentó ante el
público por primera vez en julio en
el Cine El Rey de McAllen.
Lucio
recomienda
el
documental.
“Todo ciudadano americano que
haya escuchado de esta problemática
o que no haya escuchado, necesita
conocer lo que está sucediendo”,
expresó. “Es justo por lo que los
americanos hemos peleado”.
Juan Pacheco, estudiante de
gobierno de tercer año, dijo que le
gustó el documental.
“Está muy bien hecho el DVD”,
indicó Pacheco. “Espero que otras
personas hagan cosas parecidas a lo
que él ha hecho; fue un muy buen
trabajo”.
Mark Figueroa, estudiante de
gobierno de último año, comentó
sentirse contento por acudir a la
presentación.
“Fue muy interesante y habló de
un problemática muy importante
que estamos enfrentando aquí, el
muro fronterizo”, platicó Figueroa.
“Algunas personas están a favor y
otras no, pero en general, pienso
que estuvo muy bien y muy
interesante”.
Para más información del
documental,
visite
www.
TheWallDocumentary.com.

Ex-alumno regresa convertido en autor

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Oscar Casares, ex-alumno de TSC, le firma una copia de su novela “Amigoland” a Violeta Torres, estudiante de educación de segundo año, el miércoles en la librería Barnes & Noble.
Casares también leyó porciones de su libro a más de 200 personas, de acuerdo a Marisa Campirano, directora del Departamento de Ex-alumnos de UTB/TSC. La firma de libros
formó parte del festejo del Mes de la Herencia Hispana y fue auspiciada por la Asociación de Ex-alumnos de UTB/TSC y la librería Barnes & Noble.
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